
         
    

 

 

       

 
 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Belmont Ridge Middle School 

“EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION” 
 

19045 Upper Belmont Place, Leesburg, VA  20176 

www.loudoun.k12.va.us/bmrms  
 

 
 

 
Dear Belmont Ridge families, 
 

 The month of May is referred to as the home stretch of the school year.  

Over the course of the next four weeks, Belmont Ridge students will be 

participating in music concerts, completing end-of-year projects, and taking 

end-of-year SOL assessments.  While the SOL assessments are important, they 

are but one measure of student success during the school year.  Typically, 

Belmont Ridge as a whole has some of the highest SOL pass rates across the 

Commonwealth of Virginia.  However, if SOL assessments are a measure of 

minimum competency, is there something more for our students other than 

meeting minimum competency on a standardized test? 

  

Before the start of the school year, LCPS adopted a new mission 

statement, empowering all students to make meaningful contributions to the 

world.  In an effort to achieve the mission of LCPS, our students have been 

engaged in numerous One to the World (OTTW) learning experiences created 

and communicated by our talented and motivated staff.  Next year, we will 

continue our work to tailor instruction to meet the needs of every individual 

learner.  This instructional initiative is called Personalized Learning and 

supports the mission and vision of LCPS.  In a personalized learning 

environment individual student needs are met by working independently or in 

small groups to solve authentic, real-world problems.  On-line digital content 

can be leveraged to assist students who are in need of extra assistance or 

provide enrichment opportunities for students who demonstrate mastery of the 

content early in the unit.  Personalized learning will allow teachers the 

opportunity to meet with students independently or in small-groups to assess 

academic progress, correct misunderstandings, and provide activities which 

stretch student’s imagination and creativity. 
  

Belmont Ridge is a great school filled with motivated students, 

supportive parents, and dedicated staff members who believe in doing what is 

in the best interest of the student.  You cannot innovate if you are unwilling to 

change.  As a National School to Watch, Belmont Ridge is poised to build 

upon our excellence and create an environment of continuous learning which 

prepares our students to meet the challenges and demands of the 21st Century.  

We appreciate you support as we strive to fulfill the mission of empowering all 

students to make meaningful contributions to the world.  Have a great day and 

thank you for taking the time to read our newsletter. 

 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Ryan P. Hitchman 
 

  

 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Ryan P. Hitchman 

 

    May 2016 
 

 

Administrative Team 
 

Dr. Ryan Hitchman 
Principal 

 
Mr. David McKenzie 

Assistant Principal 
 

Mr. Michael Surma 

Assistant Principal 
 
 

8
th Grade 

 

Mrs. Veronica   
Zimmerman 

Dean 
 

Mrs. Terry Mawyer 

Counselor 
 

Mrs. Mary Moorehead 
Secretary 

 

7th Grade 
 

Mr. F. Michael Skinner 
Dean 

 
Mrs. Amy Scott 

Counselor 
 

Mrs. Marlo Newman 
Secretary 

 

6th Grade 
 

Mrs. Jasmine Carpenter 
Dean 

 
Mr. Damien White 

Counselor 
 

Mrs. Tina Kamis 
Secretary 

 
School Information 

 
Office Hours 

8:00-4:30 
 

Phone: 571-252-2220 
Fax: 703-669-1455 

 
Absentee Line 
571-252-2222 

 
House A – 8th 
571-252-2228 

 
House B – 7th 
571-252-2227 

 
House C – 6th 
571-252-2226 

 

http://www.loudoun.k12.va.us/bmrms


  
 

   
 

 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 

Teacher 

Appreciation 

Week 
 
 

2 

Relay for Life 

Meeting 3:30 

Room B16 

3 4 5 6 

 
National  

Nurses Day 
 

8th grade Dance 

7:00-9:30 

7 

8 

 

9 

 

Relay for Life 

Meeting 3:30 

Room B16 

10 
 

6th Grade Chorus 

Spring Concert 

7:00 p.m. 

 

11 12 13 14 

15 16 

 

Relay for Life 

Meeting 3:30 

Room B16 

17 
 

8th Grade Chorus 

& Show Choir 

Spring Concert 

7:00 p.m. 

18 19 
French Club 

3:30 Café 

 

Silver Band 6/ 

Band 8/Jazz 

Band Concert  

7:00 p.m. 

20 21 

Relay For Life @ 
Heritage HS 
11:00 a.m. to 

12:00 a.m. 
Chorus going to 

Hershey Park 

22 23 24 
 

7th Grade Chorus 

Spring Concert 

7:00 p.m. 

25 26 
 

7th & 8th Grade 

Strings Concert 

7:00 p.m. 

27 28 

 

 

 

 

29 30 

 
Holiday 

No School 

31 
 

6th Grade 

Guitar Concert 

7:00 p.m. 

 

    

2016 
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Belmont Ridge Middle School 

Standards of Learning (SOL) Assessments 
Spring 2016 

 
 
 

DATE SOL Testing (Grades 6-8) - Online 

May 13 Geometry 

May 16, 17 Reading 6 

May 18, 19 Algebra I/Math 8 

May 20, 23 Reading 7 

May 24, 25 Reading 8 

May 26, 27 
Math 7 (7th graders enrolled in Math 7 and 6th 

graders enrolled in Accelerated Math) 

May 31 Expedited Retakes 

June 1, 2 Civics, Math 6 (6th graders enrolled in Math 6) 

June 3, 6 Science 8 

June 7 - 10 Expedited Retakes 

 

For more information and resources on the SOL assessments, you may go to the following 
websites:  

 SOL practice items: http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/practice_items/index.shtml    
 Virginia Department of Education: http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/index.shtml    
 Loudoun County Public Schools: www.lcps.org Go to Academics>Testing 
 

 

 

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/practice_items/index.shtml
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/index.shtml
http://www.lcps.org/
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8th Grade Science SOL Review ONLY ONE SESSION LEFT…….. 
 

 

Tuesday morning @ 7:45-8:20am, in the Library  

 
   

  ALL HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT COURSES – including 

Algebra 1, Geometry, and all World Languages (Spanish, 

French, German, and Latin) - will be giving cumulative tests 

and CPAs (writing/speaking) on June 6, 7, 8 and 9. Please 

make sure your child attends school on ALL of these days, 

unless they are ill. Also, please do not schedule any doctor, 

dentist or orthodontist appointments if at all possible on these 
dates. Thank you! 

 

 

Students in the News… 
 
Eighth grade students Huntleigh Zhang, Katrina Askar, & Neha 

Mogili, along with former BEMS students and current SBHS students, 
Amina Khan and Divya Somayajula represented Belmont Ridge Middle 
School at the Region # 16 Odyssey of the Mind tournament on February 
27, 2016 in Div III, Problem # 3 - Aesop Gone Viral.  This team created 

a performance that included sharing the fable in three different ways - 
by Visual, by Sound, and a Forgotten team-created method.  They 
created beautiful backdrops of Egypt, Italy and Russia.  Aesop, the 
creator of the fable was the main character that told the story.   
Through their creativity, style and artistic representation, they were 
able to claim first place, which qualified them to move on to the Virginia 
State Tournament held in Newport News, VA on April 16, 2016. 
 

Date Review Topic Teacher 

 

Tuesday, May 3rd Chemical Bonding Lyle/Saenz 
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2016 Middle School Summer Recovery Program 
 

What:    The middle school summer recovery program is intended to meet the needs of 

identified learners in the areas of Math and English/Language Arts.  Students can be 

recommended by a parent, teacher, or school counselor.  There is no cost for students to 

attend the summer recovery program.  No transportation will be provided. 
 

Who:      General education, ELL, and Special Education students in grades 6, 7, and 8 for 

the 2015-2016 school year. 
 

Where:   Belmont Ridge Middle School 
 

When:    June 27th-July 28th   Classes will be held Monday-Thursday 8:30-11:30.  Students 

will spend 90 minutes in a grade level math class and the other 90 minutes is a grade level 

English/Language Arts class. (During the week of July 4th, classes will be held Tuesday-

Friday) 
 

Why:       Program content will focus on specific SOL strands and areas of need, not the 

entire curriculum.  Students who successfully participate in summer recovery may receive 

a passing grade in Math and/or English/Language Arts for the previous school year.  Data 

from quarterly assessments, SOL results, grades, and teacher recommendations will be 

utilized to determine which students would benefit from participating in the summer 

recovery program. 
 

 

  Help Fight Cancer…  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Want to put an end to cancer? Support Belmont Ridge’s Relay for Life team! We’ll be 

walking for 18 hours on May 21st at Heritage High School in Leesburg at the Loudoun 

County Relay for Life.  Belmont’s team is open to all students and frequently receives 

help from many different staff members. We’ve been working hard to raise money and 

awareness for the American Cancer Society.   
 

Our next fundraiser asks for parents to help.  It’s called Bucket Days. We’ll be 

collecting change/dollars when parents drop off their children at Kiss ‘n Go on 

May 12th & 13th.   
 

If you would like to make a donation to Belmont’s Relay for Life team, Google 

“Loudoun Relay for Life”; once on the site, click on Teams and then Belmont Ridge 

Middle School. Thanks for your support!  
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 Information from Nurse Carlone! 

Student Medications 

End of year Medication Collection: 

Please remember to make arrangements to pick up any medications in the 

Student Health Office.  Medications must be collected by the end of the school 

day June 14, 2015.  Parents are responsible for picking up any unused 

medication. Students may not transport any medication to or from school, 

unless otherwise indicated by physician order for epinephrine and inhalers only.  

Medication remaining in the health office at the end of the year will be 

destroyed according to state and LCPS guidelines. 
 

Don’t forget!!! New medication orders will be required for the 

next school year. Those forms can be obtained from the LCPS 

website student health services page, link provided below. 

Medication Forms 
 

Spring and Summer Time Health Hints from the Health Office 

The weather is getting warm, the sun is shining, the days are longer, let’s get outside and be 

active! 

 Sun Smarts: To prevent painful and damaging sunburns please remember to be 

proactive and apply sun protection when spending time in the sun, seek shade, and/or 

wear sun protective clothing. 

 Hydrate Hydrate Hydrate: Remember to hydrate with at least 8 glasses of water each 

day. Remember to limit your time in the sun during the extremely hot times of the day 

and plan outdoor activities in the cooler hours of the morning and the evening. 

Eat plenty of vegetables and fruit this season. Spring and Summer are a perfect time to take 

advantage of all the fruits and vegetables offered by our local farmers or from the produce 

department at your grocery store.  

http://www.lcps.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=2014
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Playing outdoors is fun and important for good health, use precautions when spending time 

in an areas that are wooded, have tall grass or shrubbery since you may be exposed to ticks. 

Ticks carry a bacteria that can cause Lyme disease. While outdoors: 

 Wear enclosed shoes and light-colored clothing with a tight weave to spot ticks easily  

 Scan clothes and any exposed skin frequently for ticks while outdoors  

 Stay on cleared, well-traveled trails  

 Use insect repellant for ticks on skin or clothes if you intend to go off-trail or into 

overgrown areas  

 Avoid sitting directly on the ground or on stone walls (havens for ticks and their hosts)  

 Keep long hair tied back, especially when gardening  

 Do a final, full-body tick-check at the end of the day (also check children and pets)  

 

Not all sun protection comes in a bottle. There are lots of ways to protect your child's 

skin all year long. Here are five you can try. 

 

1. Hide and Seek. UV rays are strongest and most harmful during midday, so 

it's best to plan indoor activities then. If this is not possible, seek shade under a 

tree, an umbrella or a pop-up tent. Use these options to prevent sunburn, not to 

seek relief once it's happened. 

 

2. Cover ‘em Up. Clothing that covers your child's skin helps protect against 

UV rays. Although a long-sleeved shirt and long pants with a tight weave are 

best, they aren't always practical. A T-shirt, long shorts or a beach cover-up are 

good choices, too—but it's wise to double up on protection by applying 

sunscreen or keeping your child in the shade when possible. 

 

3. Get a Hat. Hats that shade the face, scalp, ears, and neck are easy to use and 

give great protection. Baseball caps are popular among kids but they don't 

protect their ears and neck. If your child chooses a cap, be sure to protect 

exposed areas with sunscreen. 

 4. Shades Are Cool. And they protect your child's eyes from UV rays, which 

can lead to cataracts later in life. Look for sunglasses that wrap around and 

block as close to 100% of both UVA and UVB rays as possible. 

 5. Rub on Sunscreen. Use sunscreen with at least SPF 15 and UVA/UVB 

protection every time your child goes outside. 
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Sunscreen Scoop 

Sunscreen may be easy, but it doesn't protect your child's skin completely. 

Try combining sunscreen with other "Choose Your Cover" options to 

prevent UV damage.  Sunscreen comes in a variety of forms—lotions, 

sprays, wipes, or gels. Be sure to choose one made especially for kids with: 

 Sun Protection Factor (SPF) of 15 or higher  

 Both UVA and UVB protection  

For most effective protection, apply sunscreen generously 30 minutes before going outdoors. And, 

don't forget to protect ears, noses, lips, and the tops of feet which often go unprotected. 

Take sunscreen with you to reapply during the day, especially after your child swims or exercises. 

This applies to "waterproof" and "water resistant" products as well. 

Keep in mind, sunscreen is not meant to allow your kids to spend more time in the sun than they 

would otherwise. Sunscreen reduces damage from UV radiation, it doesn't eliminate it. 

The American Academy of Pediatrics now advises that sunscreen use on babies less than 6 

months old is not harmful on small areas of a baby's skin, such as the face and back of the hands. 

But your baby's best defense against sunburn is avoiding the sun or staying in the shade. 

Too Much Sun Hurts 

Did you know that just a few serious sunburns can increase your child's risk of skin cancer later in 

life? Kids don't have to be at the pool, beach, or on vacation to get too much sun. Their skin needs 

protection from the sun's harmful ultraviolet (UV) rays whenever they're outdoors. 

Turning pink? Unprotected skin can be damaged by the sun's UV rays in as little as 15 minutes. 

Yet it can take up to 12 hours for skin to show the full effect of sun exposure. So, if your child's 

skin looks "a little pink" today, it may be burned tomorrow morning. To prevent further burning, 

get your child out of the sun. 

Tan? There's no other way to say it—tanned skin is damaged skin. Any change in the color of 

your child's skin after time outside—whether sunburn or suntan—indicates damage from UV rays. 

Cool and cloudy? Children still need protection. UV rays, not the temperature, do the damage. 

Clouds do not block UV rays, they filter them—and sometimes only slightly. 

Oops! Kids often get sunburned when they are outdoors unprotected for longer than expected. 

Remember to plan ahead, and keep sun protection handy. Parents, help your children play it safe 

in the sun and protect your own skin as well. You're an important role model.  For more 

information on sun safety http://www.cdc.gov/cancer/skin/pdf/skincancer_family.pdf 

 

http://www.cdc.gov/cancer/skin/pdf/skincancer_family.pdf
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Rising 6th graders and their parents, please remember that 6th graders at 
Belmont Ridge CAN take guitar in 6th grade. Music Lab 6 at Belmont Ridge 

IS Guitar 6. Students who want to take guitar should sign up for Music Lab 6. 

Students will need to have their own classical guitar at home to practice with. 
See more info on Ms. Edmondson's web 

page:  http://www.lcps.org/Page/2685 

 
 

  Counselor’s Corner… 
 

May is Mental Health Awareness Month. Please check out the flier from the Loudoun 
County Public Library detailing their “Meet the Author” series, as well as other 

programs offered throughout the county which focus on mental health awareness. 
 

Upcoming events in June: 
 

 Village Wellness Center is sponsoring a presentation by Dr. John Walker at 
Frying Pan Park on Sat, June 4 from 10 am to 12 pm:  Mindful Parenting: 

Navigating the Precarious Road Through Middle and High School Years. 

 
 Our rising 6th graders will be coming to BEMS to visit and learn all about the 

day in the life of a middle schooler. The visits are planned as follows: 
 

o Monday, June 6, 2016   9:45 – 11:00 – Rising 6th graders from 

Newton Lee Elementary and Steuart Weller Elementary 
 

o Tuesday, June 7, 2016   9:45 -11 – Rising 6th graders from Seldens 

Landing Elementary  
 

The parents of rising 8th graders who are interested in applying to Thomas Jefferson 
High School for Science and Technology are invited to attend an information session 

at Trailside Middle School on May 5th at 6.30PM in the auditorium. A 
representative from TJHSST admissions office will be there to share information 

regarding the admission process commencing September 2016. 

Guitar News! 

http://www.lcps.org/Page/2685
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07ecaxjjq585cde85c&llr=syccseuab
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07ecaxjjq585cde85c&llr=syccseuab
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Please be sure to check your child’s 2016-2017 course request within ParentVue. 

Simply click on the Course Request tab above the Gradebook tab, and you’ll be 
directed to a list of courses your child is signed up to take for the 2016-2017 school 

year. If you’d like to make a change to any of these courses, please contact your 
child’s grade level counselor by June 14th.  
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Parents of rising 6th graders,  
Please be aware that registration for Belmont 
Extreme ends on May 13, 2016.  Please go to 

our school website for more information. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

  Counselor’s Corner… 
 
 

 

 

                      

Parents, save yourself some time and money on back-to-school 

shopping, all while helping to support our school.  Check out 

the Belmont Ridge Middle School Website starting mid-May to 

order your child’s 2016-2017 School Supply Kit! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

8th Grade End of Year Celebration!!!! 
 

Permission forms for the 8th Grade End of Year Celebration are due 
ASAP.  Forms are available in the House-A office, the main office, and 
on the BEMS website.  Please return completed forms and payments to 
Mrs. Moorehead in House-A.    Thank you! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back-To-School Shopping Made Easy! 
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 LIBRARY HAPPENINGS! 
    

Thank you to our very generous community for supporting the Scholastic Book Fair 

and making it a great success! We couldn’t have done it without the amazing 
support of the parent volunteers who took time out of their day to assist with the 

fair.  We were happy to be a part of RiverCon and had many visitors stop by and 
shop the book fair.  It was a lot of fun to have the fair open at this incredible event!      

                                                               
Virginia Reader’s Choice votes were submitted to the county and the state.  We 

have not received the winner as of yet but look forward to finding out which book 
was chosen for 2016.  It was a great selection of books.  Thank you to the students 

that read the books and took the time to vote for their favorite! 

 
Congratulations to the Terrific 24 members of the Battle of the Books Club team for 

their hard work in preparing for the Semi-Final Competition that was held at 
Trailside Middle School.  The students did a fantastic job!  The winner of the Semi-

Final and Final Competition was River Bend Middle School.  We look forward to 
battling with them again next year. We would also like to thank Ms. Cox and Ms. 

Branch for their participation and support in this competition!  
 

In the next few weeks, we will have language arts classes visiting to go over Locker 
Library procedures which allows students to check out books to keep in their lockers 

during SOL testing.  The library will be used as a testing site and will be closed for 
student use during SOL’s. Students may want to consider bringing a sweater or 

sweatshirt for testing if scheduled to be in the library as it does tend to get cold. 
 

The county due date for student library materials is June 3rd, 2016.  In an 

effort to get all library materials returned and accounted for, we encourage 
students to turn in their materials by this date.  However, we will continue 

to collect all library materials through the last day of school. 

 
 

We have many items that were left behind from the Little Mermaid 
Musical.  If you think you may have lost any items during this time please contact 
Belmont Ridge or stop by and take a look.  If these items are not picked up by the 
end of May, they will be donated or thrown away.  Thank you! 
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Math Academy! 

 
Who:  Any BEMS Math 6 Student 

 

What:  Extra support in mastering Math 6 concepts though peer tutoring 

from 8th grade students 
 

 

When: Wednesday mornings from 7:40-8:15 a.m. 

Beginning Wednesday, February 10!! 

 

 

Where:  Mrs. Raffensperger’s Room-C10 

 

 

Why:  Because math is: 

- Fundamental 

- Functional 

- Fun! 

 

How: Every Wednesday, students can arrive after 7:30 am to receive extra 

support from 8th grade peer tutors on concepts of their choice. We will 

reinforce content covered in the LCPS Curriculum Framework and Virginia 

State Standards of Learning (SOL). 

 
Questions?  Contact Mrs. Raffensperger (donna.raffensperger@lcps.org) or 

Mrs. Nord (kelly.nord@lcps.org)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:donna.raffensperger@lcps.org
mailto:kelly.nord@lcps.org
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Summer 2016 Math Boot Camp 
Summer Math Boot Camp registration will is OPEN. 

https://fs4.formsite.com/bemsptso/form28/index.html 
  

Math Boot Camp will review necessary skills from the previous school 

year, make connections to new material and key vocabulary, and 

preview topics covered in the first quarter.  
 

Current Class Boot Camp 

All current 5th 

graders……………………………….. 

Middle School Math I 

All current Math 6 

students……………………… 

Middle School Math II 

All current Math 6/7 or Math 7 

students….. 

Algebra 1 

All current Algebra 1 

students…………………… 

Geometry  

All current Geometry 

students…………………. 

Algebra 2 

  

No refunds or changes after June 30, 2016 
  

 

Session 1: August 1-5 
  

Session 2: August 8-12 

MS Math I Algebra 1 8:30-10:30 MS Math II Geometry 

MS Math I Algebra 2/trig 
11:00-1:00 

MS Math II 
 

Algebra 1  
 

MS Math II  
Geometry 

1:30-3:30 MS Math I 
Algebra 1  

 
 

MS Math I 4:00-6:00 Algebra 2/trig 

 

Questions: Contact Christine Spinosa at cspinosa@lcps.org 

mailto:cspinosa@lcps.org
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We serve creative cuisine. And worthy causes. 
 

Present this certificate to your server and your cause will receive  
15% of your total purchase* every Wednesday in May. 

 

River Hawk Productions 

 
Valid: 

May 6th, 13th, 20th, and 27th 

*Excludes Alcohol, Tax and Gratuity 

 
 

 

 
 

245 Kentlands Blvd • Gaithersburg • 240-477-1040 
10400 Old Georgetown Road • Bethesda • 240-316-4555 
19307 Promenade Drive • Leesburg • 571-333-5637 
15101 Potomac Town Place, Suite 150 • Woodbridge • 571-989-5637 
 

 



 17 

 


